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Home of the Warhawks 
 

"To recruit, develop, train, and 
commission premier Air Force 
officers through our tradition 

of excellence" 
 



 

 

Lt Col John Parker, Commander (1951-1953) &  

9th UNM President Thomas Lafayette Popejoy  (1948-1968). 



 

 

 

 

Detachment 510 was founded in 1949 by former Secretary of 

the  Air Force James T. Hill and UNM President Popejoy.   

Detachment 510 was part of a crosstown agreement with  

 Det. 505 at New Mexico State University until 1951. 

In the 1950’s, Detachment 510 had a band,  glee club, drill 

team, and intramural teams for sports such as basketball, track, 

tennis, and swimming. The detachment also participated in 

campus activities such as homecoming parades. 

Throughout the years, these programs became obsolete. 

20 September 1949—Albuquerque Journal  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

During the Vietnam War Era, there 

were protest on UNM’s campus. 

Actress Jane Fonda influenced strikes 

and protests from UNM students which 

lead to the burning of the original Air 

Force ROTC building on 5 May 1970 

when 250 marchers circled the building 

and 50-75 marchers occupied it.  



 

 

Alumni General Officers 

 

 

 

Lieutenant General 

• Edward L. Tixier 

 Class of 1953 

 

 

 

 

Major General 

• David L. Quinlan 

 Class of 1955 

• Thomas J Scanlan, JR. 

 Class of 1969 

• Randall Eugene Horn 

 Class of 1975 

• Emil Lassen III 

 Class of 1978 

 

 

Brigadier General 

• Stanley A. Sieg 

 Class of 1970 

• Richard Dean Radtke 

 Class of 1973 

• Regner C. Rider 

 Class of 1973 

• Paul H. Guemmer 

 Class of 1988 

• Gerald V. Goodfellow 

 Class of 1989 

• Wayne R. Monteith 

 Class of 1989 

• John C. Millard 

 Class of 1992 



 

 



 

 

 

UNM AFROTC COMMANDERS ROLL 



 

 



 

 

1st Lieutenant Robin E. Gueths 
 

1st Lieutenant Robin Edward Gueths, age 25, was killed on 3 

September 1980 in an aircraft mishap while on temporary 

assignment near Nuremberg, West Germany.  He was piloting 

a Phantom F-4J that crashed in the woods southwest of 

Nuremberg while he and his Weapons System Operator were 

participating in Exercise “RESTED C CAP” which was part 

of NATO maneuvers.   

1st Lt Gueths was commissioned in the United States Air 

Force from the University of New Mexico, Air Force ROTC 

Detachment 510 in 1978.  His parents, Chester J . Gueths, 

CMSgt, USAF, (Ret) and Bertha Gueths, established an Air 

Force ROTC scholarship in memory of their son.  The Arnold 

Air Society Squadron is also proudly named after him.    



 

 



 

 

Capt Tamara Long Archuleta 
 

Capt Tamara Long Archuleta was a 1999 University of New 

Mexico Detachment 510 graduate.   

On the evening of 23 March, 2003, Komodo 11 Flight took 

off from an undisclosed location in Afghanistan on a medivac 

mission.  Weather was poor with low ceiling and visibility 

combined with low illumination.  Komodo 11 Flight 

(Komodo 11/12) consisted of two fully loaded USAF HH-

60G Pavehawks with a crew of 6 each.  Their mission was to 

fly to recover a wounded Afghani child who desperately 

needed medical attention.  Flying through the dark night on 

NVG goggles, the formation linked up with a C-130 to 

conduct aerial refueling.  During the refueling, Komodo 11 

crashed into the side of a mountain, tragically killing all 6 

crewmembers.  Komodo 12 and the C-130 aborted the 

mission, searched for survivors and returned to base.   

 



 

 



 

 

Major Raymond G. Estelle, II 
 

Major Raymond G. Estelle, II was born in New Haven, 

Connecticut on 16 January 1971.  He enlisted in the Air Force 

in 1989 as an Aerospace Ground Equipment Technician and 

was stationed at Cannon AFB, NM before entering college.  

He completed his Masters of Public Administration from The 

University of New Mexico and commissioned as a Cyber 

Operations Officer in 1998.  He held positions as Action 

Officer and Flight Commander before being assigned as the 

Branch Chief of the Lessons Learned Division at 

Headquarters, Air Combat Command.  In April 2011 he was 

assigned as the Communications Advisor for the Afghan Air 

Force with the 838th Air Expeditionary Advisory Group.   

Major Estelle was a student during a scheduled training class 

at Kabul International Airport on 27 April 2011.  On this day 

an Afghan Air Force pilot opened fire on the class killing 

Major Estelle and seven other Airmen.  



 

 



 

 

Captain William (Bill) Langnau  
 

Bill Langnau graduated from the University of New Mexico in  

1979 with a degree in Business Administration and then 

commissioned through Air Force ROTC Detachment 510.   

He was able to immediately begin his dream job as a fighter pilot 

for the U.S. Air Force flying the T-37, T-38, F-4 and finally F-16.   

After marriage and dueling careers, he proudly joined Delta Air 

Lines.  He enjoyed numerous positions and bases including on the 

B727, B737, A310, L1011 and MD88, leaving as a Captain on the 

B757/767 ER. One of his highlights was flying a trip literally 

around the world. 

He battled cancer of the appendix from 2015 until his passing in 

December of 2019.  While battling cancer he began providing for 

multiple very generous academic scholarships awarded to AFROTC 

Det 510 Cadets, most specifically those from military families and/

or with financial need.  On multiple occasions he noted motivation 

to do this because of his father (Richard) who enlisted in the U.S. 

Navy during World War II and served on the Battleship Mississippi 

in the Pacific Theater, as well as his brother (Greg) who served on 

the USS Saratoga during Vietnam, and his stepfather (James) who 

retired from the U.S. Air Force as a Chief Master Sergeant.  He had 

no children of his own, but his nephew lived with him during high 

school and later commissioned into the U.S. Air Force as well.   

In 2020, his wife, Mrs. Jeannie Langnau, forever supported this 

legacy by funding a permanent scholarship endowment in his name.        



 

 



 

 

Private James W. Whalen 
Private (PVT) James W. Whalen, 331 Infantry Regiment, was a part 

of a follow on battalion pushing to the Elbe River in April 1945 

when his convoy was suddenly attacked on 12 April by 50+ Nazi 

fanatics bent on stopping the American push into the heartland of 

Germany.  PVT Whalen was assigned to a security detail protecting a 

vital radio relay station when he and his team noticed a large group 

of Germans bordering the highway.  Almost instantaneously, the 

members of the Allied convoy opened fire on the Germans.  PVT 

Whalen, was killed in this initial firefight.  Two of his fellow soldiers 

were also wounded during the skirmish.  His team had successfully 

pushed the Germans into a defensive fighting position within the 

barn and after the initial contact secured the surrender of nearly all 

the remaining Germans.   

PVT Whalen was awarded the Purple Heart for his heroic actions.  

The following was taken from a letter written by PVT Whalen’s 

Regimental Commander to his family: ‘...your son was held in the 

highest esteem by all members of his company and his loss has been 

deeply felt by his friends.”   

Although PVT Whalen was not a Detachment 510 or UNM alumni, a 

fund has been established in his honor by Mr. Patrick Conroy, cousin 

and UNM Alumni from the class of 1971.   

 



 

 



 

 

Major Phil Ray Pohl 

Class of 1974,  

Det 510 Photographer 

 

Mr. Patrick Conroy 



 

 

Notable UNM Staff Cadre  

 

Mrs. Judy Ortiz-Aragon 

Student Recruitment Specialist  

August 1991 to June 2017  &   
May 2019 to March 2020  

 
Mrs. Theresa Fajardo-Carabajal 

Uniform Custodian &  

Administrative Assistant 3 
 

August 1989 to January 2012 

 
Mr. Brian Vineyard, MPA 

Supervisor, Student Success 

June 2016 to January 2022  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 


